[Successful aortic root replacement for prosthetic valve endocarditis using the freestyle stentless bioprosthesis: report of two cases].
We report two cases of prosthetic valve endocarditis which were successfully treated with aortic root replacement using the freestyle stentless bioprosthesis. Prosthetic valve endocarditis occurred in two patients after aortic valve replacement and modified Bentall operation, respectively. The aortic annulus was severely damaged and left ventriculo-aortic discontinuity was found in both cases. We used the freestyle stentless bioprosthesis, which fits well to the destroyed aortic annulus with left ventriculo-aortic discontinuity, because of its flexibility. Postoperative echocardiography revealed excellent hemodynamic results in both cases. Although the long-term results obtained with the freestyle stentless bioprosthesis, such as resistance to bacterial infection, have not been reported, this prosthesis appears to be very useful for treatment of prosthetic valve endocarditis. We expect that this prosthesis might be a option for PVE as an alternative to a homograft.